Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #12 


March 15, 2020 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book 
"REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES". 


My intention is to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge Halves. I will 
continue to report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 most common die marriages (started August, 2019 on a monthly basis). 
2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages 
3. Have photos of interesting die stages 


4. Plan to have a 2nd Reeded Edge Half Dollar Census by November, 2021 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


In February 15, 2020's Newsletter #11, I presented information and photos on the 1837 
GR-7 die marriage. Next on the list, is the 1837 GR-9 die marriage. 


As Graham mentions in his book, if the prime 1837 GR-9 exists, it would be extremely 
rare. On page 2, you will see the obverse of the earliest die stage that I have seen. The 
coin grades AU+ but isn't the greatest photo. Hopefully, you will be able to see a light 
crack that starts at Star 5 and goes through Star 6 and continues to Liberty's fore curl. 
However, the crack from the back of Liberty's cap to Star 8 and 9 may be impossible to 
see. 


Graham also mentions that 1837 GR-9 has re-cutting on the underside of the horizontal 
bars on the 3 and 7. He also mentions that it may disappear in later die stages. I can only 
see a darker area under the 3 and 7 in the photo on Page 2. 


This AU+ specimen shown appears to have all of it's dentils on both the obverse and the 
reverse. I call it an Early Die Stage (EDS). 


1837 GR-9 


1837 GR-9, JR-6, appears to be the first and only use of Obverse 6 and Reverse I in 
Graham's book. This variety is listed as R-1 (over 1,000 known) by Graham and his 
census was 67, 66+, 66, 66, 66, 65, 65, 65, 64 and 64 published in 2012. In my Reeded 
Edge Census reported in the J R Journal in November, 2018, I had: 65, 61, 61, 55, 45, 
45, 40, 40, 35 by JRCS and Bust Half Nut members. 





1837 GR-9, JR-6, PCGS AU++ Obverse EDS 


Hopefully, you will be able to see the faint crack from Star 5 to Star 6 and to Liberty's 
fore curl on the above photo. This obverse appears to be EDS (Early Die Stage) as all 
dentils appear to be full. The die cutting under the 3 and 7 is not very clear. 
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1837 GR-9, JR-6 PCGS AU++ Reverse EDS 


The reverse of the above coin appears to be a VEDS of 1837 GR-9. You may be able to 
see a very thin crack that starts at the C in CENT and goes through the lower olive leaves 
and tip of the eagle's left wing and then along the bottom of UNITED. However, the 
crack that starts at the top of the Ist T in STATES and continues through ATES is 
extremely hard to see. (See photo of 1837 GR-9 Middle Die Stage (MDS) on next page. 


The dentils appear to be full on the above specimen. 
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1837 GR-9 MS62 MDS Reverse (courtesy of Heritage Auctions) 


The die breaks mentioned in Graham's book seem clear in the photo of the above 
specimen. This Middle Die Stage (MDS) has dentils either very weak or missing from | 
o'clock to 4 o'clock. On pages 5 and 6, you will see examples of 1837 GR-9 Late Die 
Stages. 





1837 GR-9 PCGS AU58 CAC Obv. LDS (courtesy of Heritage Auctions) 


The above obverse photo appears to be a LDS of the 1837 GR-9 die marriage. Although 
all dentils are present, they are weak in several areas. The die clash on Liberty's chest is 
visible as is the clashing behind Liberty's lower curls. The die crack that continues from 
Liberty's fore curl and across her cap and to Stars 8 and 9 is very clear. Another crack 
that starts near Liberty's lower bust and continues horizontally over 183 is now present. 
The great majority of 1837 GR-9's are of this Later Die Stage. Collectors should search 
for EDS specimens having all of their dentils as the EDS may be very rare. 


1837 die marriages are more difficult to attribute than other years of Reeded Edge Halves 
as there are 25 known die marriages and some have very similar die breaks. If you can 
do well with 1837's, you should have no problem with the other years. 
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1837 GR-9 PCGS AUS58 CAC Reverse LDS 


The above reverse photo is very obviously a LDS as all of the dentils are completely 
missing. This photo also shows you where to look for the die breaks 


Next month, in Newsletter #12, I will be showing photos and information on the 1837 
GR-12 die marriage. Although common, it is rated R-2 (501 to 1,000 known). For a R-2 
die marriage, I do not see many when searching through 1837's. 


Collectors Commentary 


Last month, Gary Rosner contacted me concerning an 1837 die marriage that he had 
trouble attributing. After arranging to meet at the February Long Beach Coin Show, we 
later exchanged scans of his (2) 1837 GR-13's and my 3 specimens. The results will be 
presented when I discuss the 1837 GR-13 die marriage in Koenings' Reeded Edge Half 
Newletter #14, scheduled for May 15, 2020. 


If anyone else needs help attributing their Reeded Edge Halves, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at bustcoin1 @verizon.net , attaching photos of your coin. 


Additional Commentary 


Besides attending the Long Beach Coin Show on February 21, 2020, I also attended the 
Buena Park Coin Show on March 7th. The Buena Park (California) Coin Show is held 
twice a year, usually in early March and early October. This coin show has at least 60 
dealers each time. Normally, I only see about 5 or 6 Reeded Edge Halves at this show, 
but this time I was able to examine at least a dozen or more and purchased two. The first 
was an 1838 GR-15 in ANACS XF45 at a very reasonable price. 


The second coin was an even bigger surprise (an 1838 GR-9 Very Early Die Stage) that 
after eliminating the normal 16 die marriages, I needed to continue studying the coin and 
finally noticed the 4 diagonal lines between Stripes 5 and 6 in the shield. I had seen the 
photos in Graham's book but this was the first time that I had seen this die stage. 


After purchasing Jules Reiver's VIM on ebay in November, 2009, the first coin I 
purchased was a Very Early Die Stage of 1839 GR-9. It was a raw XF40 specimen that 
had several die lines over STATES but I could not see the 4 diagonal lines between 
Stripes 5 and 6. Jules Reiver called the normal 1838 GR-9 a JR-12, R-3 (201 to 500 
known) and VEDS of 1838 GR-9 a JR-15, R-7 (4 to 12 known). It took me 10 years to 
find a clear example of this rare die marriage. (See attached photos on the following 
pages). 


Again, if you have any comments about Reeded Edge Half Dollars that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please send them to: 


Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 
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1838 GR-9, JR-15 Raw XF VEDS Obverse 


What impressed me the most of the above coin was the fact that the dentils were all there. 
After eliminating the normal 16 obverses of 1838, I could not attribute this coin. I could 
see that the 8 in the date was slightly higher than the 3 but decided I would try looking at 
the reverse. I again was impressed with fact that the reverse had all the dentils showing. 
(see the next page for 1838 GR-9, JR-15 Reverse photo). 





1838 GR-9, JR-15 Raw XF VEDS Reverse 


Again, knowing that the above coin was a VEDS, I had to eliminate all 13 of the normal 
reverses. On the normal 1838 GR-9, JR-12 there is usually a die crack that goes from the 
first Tin STATES to the eagle's beak and then travels through Stripe 4 of the shield and 
continues to the rim just right of Fin HALF. The normal 1839 also has a large die chip 
in the middle of Stripe 4. I was looking for signs of this die crack when all of a sudden 
the 4 or more diagonal lines between Stripe 5 and 6 jumped out at me. I then looked at 
the space above STATES and also saw the many die lines there. I knew immediately that 
I was going to buy this coin. The satisfaction was on the same level as finding an 1838 
GR-5 specimen. On the next page is a blow up of the shield showing the 4 or more 
diagonal lines between Stripes 5 and 6. 





Hopefully, you can see the diagonal lines in the above photo. Graham also mentions 
there are die lines under HALf. (see page 115 in Graham's book). 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes it's J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from these articles, such 
as New Discoveries, Census Information on all early silver issues, mint processes, die 
stage information and more. Membership is $25 per year. Anyone interested may 
contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net. 


10 


